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Community Outreach:  
 

• Challenge X Overview to Rotary Club 
Key Participants – David Oglesby, Team Leader; Dr. Marshall Molen, Principle Faculty 
Advisor 
Time and Date – June 21, 2004 
Location – Starkville, MS 
Audience – Starkville Rotary Club. Approximate attendance – 70  
Key Message – General overview of Challenge X and MSU’s participation in the 
contest. The purpose for this presentation was to build area awareness about Challenge X.  
 

• Challenge X Overview to Dynetics 
Key Participants – David Oglesby, Team Leader; Matthew Tucker, Thrust Leader; 
Christopher Whitt, Thrust Leader; Kiran Solanki, Thrust Leader; Dr. Joe Picone, Faculty 
Advisor; Tommy Thompson, Thrust Leader 
Time and Date – July 30, 2004 
Location – Dynetics Headquarters, Huntsville, AL 
Audience – Dynetics is a relatively small technology company. Approximate     
attendance - 4 
Key Message – General overview of Challenge X and MSU’s participation in the        
contest. The purpose of the presentation was to solicit support for our Challenge X Team. 
 

• Challenge X Overview to Mississippi Congressional Delegates 
Key Participants – David Oglesby, Team Leader 
Time and Date – September 10, 2004 
Location – Center for Advanced Vehicular Systems, MSU 
Audience – Staff of Congressman Roger Wicker; Mr. John Keast, Chief of Staff; Mr. 
Aubert Kimbrell, Legislative Director; Mr. Esrkine Wells, MississippiLegislative 
Assistant. 
Key Message - General overview of Challenge X and MSU’s participation in the        
contest. The purpose for this presentation was to build Mississippi awareness about 
Challenge X. 

 
• Challenge X Overview and Tour for Nissan VPs 

Key Participants – David Oglesby, Team Leader 
Time and Date – October 18, 2004 
Location – Center for Advanced Vehicular Systems, MSU 
Audience – Mississippi Nissan employees, including: Dr. Jim Morton, Senior VP, 
Administration and Finance; Tracey Woodard, Senior Manager, Government Relations; 
Dr. John Calandro, Director, Human Resources and Administration, Nissan Technical 
Center; Dr. Marty Fuller, MSU Director of Government Relations; other MSU faculty 
and staff. 
Key Message – General overview of Challenge X and MSU’s participation in the        
contest. The purpose for this presentation was to build area awareness about Challenge X. 
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• Presentation to Engineering Dean’s Development Council 
Key Participants – David Oglesby, Team Leader; Justin Crapps, Business Manager; 
Tommy Thompson, Thrust Leader; Christy Burton, Safety Coordinator 
Time and Date – October 29, 2004 
Location – Center for Advanced Vehicular Systems, Mississippi State University 
Audience – Mr. Hines Brannan, Retired Managing Partner, Accenture; Mr. Rodger 
Johnson, President & CEO, Knology Holdings; Mr. Buddy Faulkner, President, 
Advanced Sales Institute; Mr. Earnie Davenport Jr., Retired Chairman and CEO, 
Eastman Chemical Company; Mr. Carl Ray Furr Jr., Retired Executive Vice President, 
Engineering Associates/Pickering; Mr. Jack Hatcher, Retired Chairman & CEO, 
Robertson-Ceco; Mr. Hunter Henry, Retired President, Dow Chemical; Mr. Dave Swalm, 
Retired Chairman & CEO, Texas Olefins; Mr. Tom White, President, H.C. Price Co.; Mr. 
Vess Johnson, Sr. Vice President, Silicon Metrics; Mr. Bill Berry, Executive VP 
Exploration & Production, Conoco Phillips 
Key Message – General overview of Challenge X and MSU’s participation in the        
contest. The purpose for this presentation was to build area awareness about Challenge X. 

 
• Challenge X Overview to DRS, Inc. 

Key Participants – Dr. Marshall Molen, Principle Faculty Advisor, along with four 
Electrical and Computer Engineering senior design students 
Time and Date – September 30, 2004 
Location – Huntsville, AL 
Audience – DRS, Inc. company key employees. 
Key Message - The purpose of the visit was to discuss battery management and solicit 
them as a sponsor. DRS, Inc. has considerable experience in hybrid military vehicles. 
 

• Challenge X Overview to U.S. Army National Automotive Center 
Key Participants – Dr. Marshall Molen, Principle Faculty Advisor 
Time and Date – November 8, 2004 
Location – Center for Advanced Vehicular Systems, Mississippi State University 
Audience – Mr. Michael J. Letherwood and Mr. Thomas B. Udvare of Detroit U.S. Army 
National Automotive Center. 
Key Message – General overview of Challenge X and MSU’s participation in the 
contest. The purpose was to provide information about the contest to possibly gain 
national sponsorship. 

 
• Challenge X Overview to Mr. Rodger Johnson, CEO of Knolegy 

Key Participants – David Oglesby, Team Leader 
Time and Date – November 12, 2004   11 a.m. 
Location – Center for Advanced Vehicular Systems, MSU 
Audience – Mr. Rodger Johnson 
Key Message - General overview of Challenge X and MSU’s participation in the        
contest. The purpose for this presentation was to build awareness in surrounding business 
about Challenge X. 



    
 
 

 3

 
• Challenge X Overview and Team Update at CAVS Seminar Series 

Key Participants – David Oglesby, Team Leader 
Time and Date – November 12, 2004,  3 p.m. 
Location – Center for Advance Vehicular Systems, Starkville, MS 
Audience – MSU faculty, staff, and students. Approximate attendance – 70 
Key Message – The purpose of this presentation was to build internal awareness of 
Challenge X and give updates on the team’s progress. See Figure 1. 

                          

 
Figure 1. David Oglesby speaks at CAVS Seminar Series. 

 
• Presentation to Public Relations Class to Recruit for Outreach Team 

Key Participants – Justin Crapps, General Business Manager 
Time and Date – November 16, 2004   11 a.m. 
Location – Mississippi State University Campus 
Audience – Introduction to Public Relations class and Dr. John Forde, head of the 
communications department. Approximate attendance - 88 
Key Message - Overview of Challenge X and description of the goals and tasks for the 
outreach team and express need for outreach coordinator. The purpose of this was to 
generate more campus awareness of Challenge X and to recruit students for involvement. 
 

• Challenge X Overview to Missile Technology  
Key Participants – Dr. Marshall Molen, Principle Faculty Advisor 
Time and Date – November 18, 2004 
Location – Center for Advanced Vehicular Systems, Mississippi State University 
Audience – Dr. Jim Bradas and Mr. Al Killen of Missile Technology, Army Aviation 
and Missile Command 
Key Message – Overview of Challenge X. The purpose of this presentation was to solicit 
support and help in Challenge X.  
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Media Coverage:  

 
• Article in Starkville Daily News 

Summary – Overview of Challenge X and MSU’s involvement in it. Discussed issue of 
reducing petroleum use and how students will work to solve that. See Appendix A for full 
text article. 
Date – May 12, 2004 
Audience – Starkville, MS area, approximately 8,000 readers daily. 

 
• Article in Friday Facts, Mississippi Development Authority Newsletter 

Summary – Two page article covering Mississippi State University’s acceptance in 
Challenge X, key student participants, and expectations of the Challenge X project. See 
Appendix B for full text article. 
Date – May 21, 2004 
Audience – The newsletter is distributed to Mississippi Development Authority staff, 
economic and community development professionals, legislators and other interested 
parties statewide. 

 
• Radio Interview on Lazer 96.1, Local Radio Station 

Summary – Interview on local radio station with Dr. Marshall Molen, Principle Faculty 
Advisor, and Bob Kirkland, CAVS Business Development Officer.  Interview was a 
general overview of Challenge X and MSU’s involvement in it. The purpose was to 
increase area awareness of Challenge X.  See Appendix C for full audio recording. 
Date – May 28, 2004    8:30 a.m. 
Audience – Radio station audience of Starkville and surrounding area. Station area 
covers central Mississippi and Alabama. 

 
• Article in Momentum, Mississippi State University Alumni Newsletter 

Summary - Article appeared in Momentum, MSU’s alumni newsletter, covering MSU’s 
involvement with Challenge X. Also highlighted student thrust leaders. See Appendix D 
for full text article. 
Date – Fall 2004 edition 
Audience – MSU alumni, faculty, and staff.   

 
• Article in Mississippi State University Cooperative Education Newsletter 

Summary – Article announced Mississippi State’s acceptance into the Challenge X 
competition, and outlined goals of the competition. Also highlighted key Challenge X 
students who participated in cooperative education. See Appendix E for full text article. 
Date – Fall 2004 Issue 
Audience – Cooperative Education students, faculty, and staff. 
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• Article in ECE Network, Mississippi State University Electrical and Computer 
Engineering Department Newsletter 
Summary – Two page article in newsletter covering an overview of Challenge X project, 
Mississippi State’s acceptance into the competition, and summary of Challenge X goals. 
Included pictures and interviews with students and faculty involved, and a picture of the 
2005 Chevrolet Equinox. See Appendix F for full text article. 
Date – Fall 2004 Issue 
Audience – Electrical and Computer Engineering department faculty, staff, students, and 
alumni. 
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Website: 
 

• As part of the Challenge X program, a website for the Mississippi State team has been 
constructed and is currently being redesigned by a Mississippi State Graphic Design 
student to add aesthetic value. To view the site, click here: 
www.cavs.msstate.edu/projects/challengex. See Appendix G for a layout of the 
Mississippi State site. 

 
The Mississippi State site consists of two levels: a general public level where all public 
information will be posted and a password protected level where internal information, 
memos, and reports are posted. 

 
The content contained in the general public level of the site consists of:  

1.) Team update reports 
2.) Information about the Challenge X competition taken from the 

Challenge X rules 
3.) Mississippi State Challenge X Newsletters  
4.) Mississippi State Challenge X sponsors 
5.) Team leadership information including pictures and biographies 
6.) Chevrolet Equinox Pictures 

The Mississippi State Challenge X home page is also linked to: 
1.) ChallengeX.org (www.challengex.org) 
2.) ChallengeX.org competition sponsors page 

(www.challengex.org/sponsors/index.html) 
3.) Gmability site (www.gm.com/company/gmability) 
4.) Mississippi State Bagley College of Engineering 

(www.bagley.msstate.edu) 
As the Mississippi State Challenge X site is redesigned, a media page outlining media 
materials will be added to the general public level of the website. 
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Appendix A 
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Appendix B 
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Appendix C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here to hear a recording of the broadcast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Justin Crapps
Sound Attachment
Sound Clip (28664 KB)
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Appendix D 
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Appendix E 

Text only (publication not printed yet) 

 
 

Co-ops Compete in National Auto Design Competition… Challenge X 
 
 

MSU has earned bragging rights as being one of only 17 universities in the nation chosen by the 
U.S. Department of Energy and General Motors Corporation to compete in a three-year project, 
:Challenge X: Crossover to Sustainable Mobility.” 
 
A 2005 Chevrolet Equinox will be re-engineered with three goals as the focus: reducing energy 
consumption, decreasing emissions, and maintaining the current performance and utility features 
of the Equinox, a fuel-efficient compact SUV. Distinguished professor of electrical and computer 
engineering, Dr. Marshall Molen is the principal faculty advisor for the MSU team. 
 
David Oglesby, a mechanical engineering graduate student and completed co-op for federal 
Mogul-Moog Automotive, is the overall MSU project student leader. 
 
Coordinating the work of four technical groups is Justin Crapps, who completed his co-op terms 
with Eaton Aerospace and Georgia Pacific-Monticello and served as a charter Co-op 
Ambassador. Other completed co-ops leading two of the four groups are electrical engineering 
graduate student Philip Conley (Georgia Pacific-Monticello) and Mechanical Engineering senior 
Shad Haynes (Outokumpu Heatcraft). 
 
Justin spoke for the leaders of the competition, “Being successful in the Challenge X competition 
will require a highly motivated and professionally developed group of students. After 
participating in the Cooperative Education Program, students are more than prepared to take on a 
highly technical engineering task such as Challenge X and succeed.” 
 
MS State Cooperative Education Newsletter, Fall 2004 Issue 
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Appendix F 
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Appendix G 
 
 

Mississippi State Website Layout 
 

 




