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Mississippi State University STUDENTS ENTER GREEN VEHICLE IN


CHALLENGE X YEAR THREE COMPETITION





(Starkville, MS) – Mississippi State University is among 17 top North American universities entering year three of the Challenge X competition.  Challenge X is an engineering program that tasks students to re-engineer a Chevrolet Equinox crossover SUV using advanced propulsion technologies that increase fuel efficiency and reduce environmental impact, while retaining its consumer appeal.





The team has spent the past academic year integrating and refining advanced vehicle technologies into their Chevy Equinox, and heads to the competition at GM’s Proving Ground in Milford, Michigan later this month. The annual competition, organized by General Motors and the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) Argonne National Laboratory, is inspiring hundreds of the best and brightest engineering students with a real-world application of their skills, benefiting both consumers and the environment.    





Building on the propulsion systems they developed in years one and two, the Mississippi State University team’s entry is a hybrid vehicle running on an electric motor and a diesel engine that uses biodiesel as fuel.





David Oglesby says the team can’t wait to test their new and improved vehicle.  “This competition is giving us first-hand exposure to the advanced technologies and energy pathways that GM is using to develop the vehicles of tomorrow.  We’re really excited to see what our Equinox can do.”





Last year the team placed third overall in the competition, winning first place in several sub-categories, including 0-60 speed tests, emissions testing, and drive quality.





Challenge X demonstrates that the cooperation of industry, government and academia is a unique approach to developing more energy-efficient and “greener” automotive technologies improving our economy and our environment.  The competition also helps develop the next generation of highly skilled engineers with a greater awareness of these technologies – preparing them to lead the automotive industry in the 21st century.





The Challenge X 2007 competition is scheduled for May 30 – June 7, 2007.  Teams will compete in more than a dozen static and dynamic evaluations, including tests for towing capacity, acceleration, off-road performance, greenhouse gas impact, total well-to-wheels fuel economy, emissions, and consumer acceptability. Teams will also be required to give technical oral presentations and submit an SAE-style technical paper.  The competition will culminate with an awards ceremony at GM’s Renaissance Center and a media event at GM’s World Headquarters in Detroit.





The other 16 university teams competing in Challenge X include: Virginia Tech , Michigan Technological University; The Ohio State University; Pennsylvania State University; Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, San Diego State University, Texas Tech University; University of Akron; University of California, Davis; University of Michigan; University of Tennessee; University of Texas at Austin, University of Tulsa, University of Waterloo, University of Wisconsin-Madison;; and West Virginia University.  





Additional information about the team can be found on the Web at http://www.msuchallengex.org.
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